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by the grace of God thus to write the praises of our adorable
Saviour, and to seek the influences of that divine Spirit who
is the author of all good and grace in the hearts of men!

Vernacular schools conducted by private teachers are
found in almost every village in Travancore. Throughout
the whole of India, indeed, the profession of a teacher is
held in high repute. In 1865 I had occasion to make
careful and detailed inquiries as to the number of heathen
schoolmasters in the districts of Trevandrum and Quilon, in
order to carry out in my own neighbourhood the effort which
was then being made by the Bible Society to supply a ]STew
Testament, in his own mother tongue, to each heathen school-
master in India. Above 160 copies were distributed in these
districts, and there may have been a few other teachers whom
we did not discover. These men were chiefly of the Siidra
and Ilavar castes, with a few carpenters, vellalars, goldsmiths
and others. Very few Erahmans were found engaged in
educational pursuits.

In most of these schools there are from 20 to 30 or more
boys. I was pleased to find also in almost every school
from 2 to 4 or 5 Sudra and Ilavar girls. The total number
of pupils under instruction in schools, other than those
maintained by the native Government (including all mission
schools), is roughly estimated at 40,000.

The system of instruction in the common village schools
is very defective, and consists chiefly in imposing rote
lessons, without sufficient explanations of the meaning or
rationale of what is taught. In addition to " the three E's,"
the principal studies in the better schools are astronomical
calculations and vernacular poetry.

The first lesson of the juvenile pupil is writing on sand.
He is made to strew a handful of sand over a part of the
floor, smooth it, then write the letters with his forefinger,
and at the same time sing out the name of each letter;